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li«'£K^.TxOW..L  TiUBUitiL  FOR  TiiE  Fi.R  Ei'JST 


THE  UNITED  bT«TES  OF  u.EHI(D.,  ot  q1 


Srajrn  Deposition  ( TrcXislutlon) 

Deponent  }  ~  GE^lDu,  Minoru 


Huviug  first  duly  sworn  an  oatlt  as  on  attaciiod  shoot  and  in  acoor 


dauoo  with  tlto  procodure  f-.llov/jd  in  country  I  hereby  depose  as 


follows 


^address  i  Caru  of  uyoda,  147  iiigashi  KojDoa-ijbchii  Nagasaicl 


Birth t  august  Ic,  1904 


1)  Brief  porsonul  oaraor 


Novoiaber  I936  Liouta:iant  C;4Xi£.ndor,  Staff  officer  of  the  2nd 


Caabiuud  a^ir  Force 


Nova.obor  1940,Coi.ijander,  Staff  officer  of  tl»  1st  air  Squadron 


October  1944 .Uaptain,  Staff  Officer  of  Iiporiol  Iioadquartors* 


2)  Career  at  tto  front  since  the  boginiOing  of  tho  China  Incident 


Early  Soptoabor,  1937  ^trrivod  ia  Shaiighai 


Frau  Sopteabor,  1937#  to  DeCoubor  20,  1937 


On  duty  ia  Shanghai 
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From  about  Decerabor  20  to  January,  I95J 


‘n  duty  in  tJanking 


January,  1933 


H&tiu-i-.id  to  Japan 


ThroUe,hout  tho  fore^oin^^  period  I  wao  a  staff  officer  of  the  2nd 


Cccibined  iiir  Force 


3)  The  strength  and  chain  of  ooitiaand  of  the  air  force  to  v/hich  I  vms 


attached  at  the  tLae  of  my  tenure 


The  2nd  combined  air  Force  v/as  under  the  comnand  of  the  3rd  Fleet 


Its  commanding  officer  up  to  Lecember  It*  or  15,  193^  Itear 


jidmiral  tdinami.  After  tho  “ianay*  incident  he  was  succeeded  on 


Uocombor  14  or  I5,  1933,  by  itear  admiral  Tsukahara.  Under  tho 
cemnand  of  tho  2ud  Combined  Air  Force  v/ere  the  12th  and  13th 


Air  Squadrons 


In  tho  13th  Air  Squadron  there  v/ore  12  fighters  and  13  bombers 
Later  6  attack  planes  wex’o  addcd< 


There  v.era  12  fighters,  12  bombers  and  an  uncertain  number  of 


attack  planes  in  the  12th  Air  Squadron.  Tho  bto^j  was  in  Shanghai 


and  later  a  liaison  office  was  set  up  in  Chengchov;. 

4)  The  military  objeetivos  of  our  air  force  at  that  time  v/ere  to  bomb 


libDkicg,  collaborate  v/ith  the  military  operation,  arid  to  boub  the 


uankow  and  Nanchang  airfields.  The  purpose  of  hanking  bombing  was 


to  destroy  enemy  fighting  planes  and  principal  military  installations. 


etc.  The  principal  military  esta blishi-ionts  wore  airfields,  vital 


government  offices  (v/iroless  at  Ions,  ge^nnoria  hoadquartors, 
nationalist  government  nationalist  govern..i3nt  broadca^ing  station 


at  Ions 


etc.)  ooQinunications  faeilities,  railway  stations.  Hsiakuan  electric 
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and  tho  Yul.untai  and  ShihtzusbLu  bettorios,  I  V7a3  oagQ^ad  in  this  oaiu- 
PQigii  froa  Sopto^jbcr  I9  to'  Soptoabur  25,  I937.  Ft-jw  about  tho  early 
part  of  January  I933,  wo  attacked  airfiedds  in  IlaiUco.;,  fta:iohai;g,  otc. 

In  thoflo  bxibiiigs  wo  usi-d  figiitor  pianos  to  support  tho  Ist  Cunbinod 
ikir  Furoo  boabors. 

Soon  after  tho  aaid  supporting  attack  of  our  air  units  coaioncod, 

I^oft  NarJeing  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Japan  proper. 

During  this  period  wo  oontinuod  to  oollaborato  with  railitary  opora-' 
tions,  but  tho  targets  of  our  attacks  woro  tronchos  ut  tho  front  lino, 
ono^y  coups  and  trucks  ongagod  in  transportation  to  tho  front  lino. 

54  During  tho  China  Incident  tho  boubinga  of  tho  Jopanosc  Naval  «ir 
Force  wore  carriod  out  in  accordance  with  tlio  ■Standards  of  i^rial 
Wdrforo"  and  •Misco llano ;us  flogulations  Pertaining  to  Bcabing"  provided 

in  July,  1933,  a;jd  ..SeptoabL.r,  1933,  respoctivoly.  There  wore  sent  to 
tlia  all  units  by  tho  central  authorities,  , 

The  various  ivogulations  ar^d  procodants  concerning  tho  cerront  attack 
objoctivos  wero  considered,  and  bombing  was  rostrictod  to  purely  military 
objoctivos.  Cities  tl^mselvos,  wliothor  fortified  or  not,  v/ore  i»vor 
mado  objects  of  attack. 

Bvun  in  tho  case  of  on  objective  v;hioh  was  clearly  military,  i  f  an 
attack  on  it  was  likely  to  cause  serious  damage  to  tho  general  populace  or^. 
if  it  was  difficult  to  ascortuin  tho  location  of  tlio  objectivo,  wo  re¬ 
frained  out  of  humanitarian  foolings  frara  making  attacks. 

itloo  in  our  bombings  we  were  scrupluously  careful  with  respect  to 
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CS 

tliird  powers  and  propur^'  oelon^iivg  third  po'./or  natiwiiuls  and  thoir 
rights  not  only  iu  the  int>^rauti«iuil  suttloujont  und  in  tivo  Japanese 
rosldontiul  s^-cti^n  but  also  eutsido  the  conccssiwus.  Because  jf  this 
jur  sir  force  was  very  i.iuch  restricted  in  their  attack  operations  and 
sufforod  cousidorublo  disadvantage  and  daijages, 

6)  Particulurly ,  in  order  to  rosijoct  tic  riglits  of  third  pev/ors  the 
CSuUwral  Naval  Staff  rcci-ived  Ljaps  showing  the  various  feroign  interests 
iu  the  cei.ibat  zone*  Those  maps  were  distributed  to  tlid  lowest  units,  and 
received  tho  aost  careful  consideration. 

t  • 

7)  Also,  before  starting  out  or  a  boiabing  oxpodition  tlio  squadron  ca-uan- 
de-r  instructed  all  subordinates  concerni:ig  the  bx'^bing  objectives  were 
and  strictly  forbade  tlic  ba..biag  of  an/  other  objoctivos, 

3)  During  tho  tLoe  1  was  thoro  tlio  quality  of  tho  air  squadron  pilots 

was  good,  Tlioy  had  on  avora^o  of  about  ^00  hours  of  flyi.jg  tLoe,  and 

% 

two  to  tliroo  years  had  elapsed  since  t’uoy  had  becotns  pilots.  Tliciviforo 

I 

thoy  wore  in  a  position  to  rocoguizo  objectives,  and  thoir  baobings 
wore  good  end  precise. 

On  this  20  dqy  of  Dccoinber.  1936,  at  Tokyo  » 

DEi^HJOn'  /S/  OENDi.,  Minoru  (soal) 

) 

1,  Tatsuo  hereby  certify  that  the  above  3tatc.jcnt  was  sworn 

by  tho  Dopocent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto  in  tho 
prosonco  of  this  Witness. 

Ou  tlic  saoio  date,  ut  Tokyo. 

Witness  I  /S/  INi.QnW,..  Tatsuo  (seal) 

"  4  " 
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la  uooordaiioo  wltli  m/  ojasoluaco  1  s<;aar  to  toll  tl;e  wholo  truth 


withholding  nothing  und  adding  nothi.ig 


/S/  OEKDi.,  iiinoru  (seal) 


nslation  Cortificoto 


1,'Gliarlio  S.  Terry  of  tho  Dofenso  languogo  Branohi  hereby  certify 


tliot  the  foregoing  translation  described  in  tlio  above  curtifioute  is, 


to  tiid  best  of  ijy  kno'jledgo  and  belief,  a  correct  translation  ond  is 


as  near  os  possible  to  the  ijeaning  of  the  ca>iginal  docujont 


/S/  Charlie  S,  Tony 


Tokyo,  Japon 
Date  April  2 
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